
Southeast Area Cooperative 
Advisory Board Meeting 

June 17, 2025 
 

A meeting of the Advisory Board of Southeast Area Cooperative was held on Tuesday, July 17, 2025 at 
the Canton High School, Canton, South Dakota. Members present were: Tim Rhead, Alcester-Hudson 
School District; Russ Townsend, Canton School District; Philip Schonebaum, Elk Point-Jefferson School 
District; and Brett Mellem, Viborg-Hurley School District (via phone).  Also present were Tricia West, 
Director and Ann Boden, Business Manager Southeast Area Cooperative. 
 
Russ Townsend called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m.  
 
A motion was made by Tim Rhead and seconded by Brett Mellem to approve the agenda. All present 
voted yes. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Philip Schonebaum and seconded by Tim Rhead to approve the minutes of the 
April 15, 2025 meeting. All present voted yes. Motion carried. 
 
The financial report as prepared by the Business Manager for May 2025 was presented: General Fund 
Beginning Balance: $1,165,647; Receipts: $140,583; Disbursements: $197,856 for an ending balance of 
$1,108,374. A motion was made by Philip Schonebaum and seconded by Brett Mellem to approve the 
financial report as presented.  All present voted yes. Motion carried. 
 
A listing of June 2025 bills was presented. A motion was made by Tim Rhead and seconded by Philip 
Schonebaum to approve the payment of bills. All present voted yes. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Tim Rhead and seconded by Brett Mellem to set the contracted physical therapy 
rate at $34 per unit for the 2025-2026 school year. All present voted yes. Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Brett Mellem and seconded by Philip Schonebaum to approve the SILDL 
contracts for Jason Selchert and Bonnie Overweg. All presented voted yes. Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Philip Schonebaum and seconded by Tim Rhead to approve the resignation of 
Kat Baker, SLP assessing a $2,000 early termination penalty. All present voted yes. Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Brett Mellem and seconded by Tim Rhead to approve a $1,000 bonus for Birth to 
Three Coordinators Missy Witkop and Holly Neth and approve 2025-2026 Birth to Three Coordinators 
contracts. All present voted yes. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Tim Rhead and seconded by Philip Schonebaum to approve the 2025-2026 
Southeast Area Cooperative service calendar. All present voted yes. Motion carried.  
 
The Leadership Team report included: 

o Staffing update 
o Fall training 
o Paraprofessional training program 
o SpedAdvantage software 



o Behavior support training group 
o IDEA grant application 

 
A motion was made by Philip Schonebaum and seconded by Tim Rhead to adjourn the meeting. All 
present voted yes. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:59 a.m.  
 
 
_________________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Dustin Degen, President     Ann Boden, Business Manager 


