Southeast Area Cooperative
Advisory Board Meeting
July 14, 2026

A meeting of the Advisory Board of Southeast Area Cooperative was held on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at
the Southeast Area Cooperative Office, Beresford, South Dakota. Members present were: Erik
Sommervold, Alcester-Hudson School District; Dustin Degen, Beresford School District; Russ Townsend,
Canton School District; Philip Schonebaum, Elk Point-Jefferson School District (virtual); Larry Baker,
Irene-Wakonda School District; and Brett Mellem, Viborg-Hurley School District. Also present were Tricia
West, Director and Ann Boden, Business Manager Southeast Area Cooperative.

Russ Townsend called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m.

A motion was made by Philip Schonebaum and seconded by Dustin Degen to approve the agenda. All
present voted yes. Motion carried.

Public Hearing as authorized by the Board of Directors for Tuesday, July 14, 2026 was held on the
proposed 2026-2027 budget. Ann Boden presented the budget. A motion was made by Brett Mellem
and seconded by Erik Sommervold to recommend approval of the 2026-2027 budget to the Board of
Directors. All present voted yes. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Dustin Degen and seconded by Erik Sommervold to approve Philip Schonebaaum
as the Advisory Board President and Larry Baker as Advisory Board Vice President. All present voted yes.
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Russ Townsend and seconded by Brett Mellem to approve the minutes of the
June 16, 2026 meeting. All present voted yes. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Dustin Degen and seconded by Russ Townsend to approve the financial report as
presented. General Fund Beginning Balance: $1,199,150; Receipts: $169,973; Disbursements: $198,282
for an ending balance of $1,170,841. All present voted yes. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Erik Sommervold and seconded by Larry Baker to approve the June 2026 payable
claims and July 2026 claims. All present voted yes. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Brett Mellem and seconded by Russ Townsend to declare 2015 Nissan Sentra
and other equipment and materials as surplus and to dispose of in accordance with state law. All
present voted yes. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Dustin Degen and seconded by Russ Townsend to approve the work agreement
with Hattie Hespe, pre-licensure SLPA for the 2026-2027 school year. All present voted yes. Motion
carried.

A motion was made by Brett Mellem and seconded by Erik Sommervold to approve the Advisory Board
meeting dates and times for the 2026-2027 school year. All present voted yes. Motion carried.



The Leadership Team report included:
o In-service

Teacher and Behavior Coach

Fall training

Staffing and speech services

Medicaid billing

O O O O

A motion was made by Russ Townsend and seconded by Brett Mellem to adjourn the meeting. All
present voted yes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 11:39 a.m.

Philip Schonebaum, President Ann Boden, Business Manager



